Although this thesis was completed in the course of the past three years, it concludes a process that started over a decade ago in the context of my postgraduate studies, research fellowships, and teaching in different places. I feel indebted to several institutions and persons that continued to believe in me during the years. They provided me with the intellectual, institutional, and personal support that enabled this difficult journey come to a felicitous end. I hope that I will be forgiven for not being able to mention them all in the following lines. 
